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By CLARA CHOW

FILIPINO painter Pacita
Abad is bouncing back af-
ter a year-long battle with
lung cancer. i

Diagnosed with the ill-
ness last December, she
underwent treatment and
was given a clean bill of

five months ago.

Wearing .a ' tiger-
st.nﬁad outfit, she
with energy.

She is exhibiting her
new s at

until Dec 15. 'I&tlud
Blues, the exhibi-

tion — her third solo
show here — features 32
paintings lmplred by
&mw ues mumc
and 11
Prices range from 3
to $18,000.

The ious 56-
year-old, her long hair
ROW_ cut into a stylish

spi o,sars “1 wanted

tmnnf‘m‘bl Etdm

l'ﬂttll‘l'lmt to that, her
h b hta.re“suffusﬂd
with brig ows, im-
pulsive ora.ngr:a hot reds
md sprawling greens.
One striking piece is a
batik-on-canm collage
titled Blue, after the
bum by 1960s foik—mck
singer Joni Mitchell.
Says the artist: “I
worked on that piece af-
ter my chemoth ses-
sions. It brought me
peace I:rf mind.” .
Other painti ear
b ?vad nm:lngs s
as Red Hot And Blue,

Tangled Up In Blues
(ﬁungl a Bnbll’)yhn smlg),

The Mondy Bluas.
thnlt.i;ﬂe wonder then
omegrown Univer-
sal Blues Band played
dum the opcnm nf her
last Fri
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The show will move on
to Hﬁrﬁl‘ﬁj‘;} tshen Wash-
ington, ingapore.

Abad, one of the hesi-
known artists in Asia, is

e with the tag
of feminist painter.

Man;r Sm;a{:umans

eT mu-
ral Cohbrttm And Joy,
commissioned b J; Singa-~
Pore Expo, whi
its foyer.

She gets her woman-
centric views from her
mother, Philippines con-

resswoman  Aurora

bad. She learnt how to
sew from her mother, »
skill which she now uses
to create mixed-media
works with stitched-on
fabric. For example, a
work titled Delebted Lines
uses cloth that she eol-
lected on a wvisit to Af-
ghanistan in 1975.

Even the handbag she
carries is decorated with
silver trinkets from her

travels to Yemen.

During her illness, she
was placed on a “travel
ban” by her doctor.

She recalls Jokmgly
“It was like house arrest.”

Now that she is well,
she is globe-trotting
again

As Veronica Howe,
owner of Artfolio, ob-
serves: “In her last two
shows here, Pacila's
painl were crammed
with in ation. But in
this one, her style has
ca'ysta.llimd. She daves to
leave thewmksbc.letﬁng

her objects speak to you.

© Endless Bluos ison al

Avifolio Space (Ra
m&.m,.- :
G334-4865) until Dee 15,
Opening hours: 11 am to
7.30 pm daily. Mmmtlnnit

Jree.

ERNEST GOM

mms mm..umd ° paintings are
suffused with bright vellows and hot reds.



