‘Art at its best
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bung-on-pole trapuntoe
jpaintings in brillant and
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ated in the 14th century in
Sicily, is a high-relief,
large wall hanging work-
ed through two layers of
cloth. top layer is
joined to the undemeath
with running stitches,
which define areas and
delineate the design on
the surface. Stuffing
(kapok, cotton batting,
woollen, yarn, foam rub-
ber and soft feathers) has
then been applied in be-
tween to give the tapestry
a puffed-out or three
dimensional effect. Furth-
er edged with bias bind-
ing, the trapuntoe can be
decorated on the surface
by embroidery and ap-
plique.

Pacita Abad’s hand-
sewn trapuntoe exhibits,
the largest measured at
114" x 93" and the smal-
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lest, 56” x 79", are all
created with a variety of
media including acrylic,
oil, fabric paints, rick
rack, mirror, coloured
buttons, rhinestones, fab-
ric collage and
embroidery.

Silkscreen techniques
“are also applied and six-
* em-wide black cloth strips

have been used to border
the finished works,

Born in 1946 on the

island of Batanes in the
northern Philippines,
Pacita Abad virtually
painted her way around
the world until she and
her husband settled in
Manila three years ago.
Her travels to 65 coun-
tries, as she said, “Have
been very rewarding be-
cause my exposure to
different cultures and in-

teresting people has been
an important catalyst for
my painting.”
~ Having attained a BA
degree at the University
of the Philippines in 1968
and a MA degree at the
University of San Francis-
co in 1972, Abad then
ed her art studies at
ashington DC'’s Corcor-
an School of Art from
1975 to 1977 and The Art
Students League of New
York in 1978.

She was selected as the
1984 TOYM (“The Out-
standing Young Men”)
awatdee in the field of
art. Abad was the first
woman to have received
this prestigious Philippine
award and is described by
the TOYM body as “a
young, dynamic and ori-
ginal artist embued with a

global outlook a
compassion f%
understanding of
fortunate
oppressed.”

Indeed, the
compassionate h
does portray
pathos and trage:
pathetically in }
Yet, she is equali
tive to the exuber
ours, exciteme
whimsicality of th
This gives birth
creation of tr:
paintings, one ¢
extravagance
rhythms, imagina:
ours and with tec
reflecting the
energetic sphere
personality.

Also working
painting, acrylic,

‘prints and texti

versatile artist ha
16 one-person ex!
and participatec
selected group ex!
from 1978 to 198¢
her home count:
other parts of t
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