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, DRESSED 1n hot pak jeass

¥ matching T-shirt Paclta Abad
[/ portroyed hersell s @
| «~warm; and friendly

very
- patured
jipino who was looking fore
- for & long eonversation

“mf'the work that she has beem
&, for the past miDe years

Paclta who s  wyery well
Enown for her tapestry and
painiings throughont Thailand,
Banzladesh, New York, Mas

im-#achusetts New  Hampehire

f-Bilzania Santp Domingo, Cone=

nectient, Washington DC, Sa-
dan and of courze her native
Fhilippines has had mdividoal

##hd sblected exhibitions since
37T ‘where her pamtings and

~fapesiries were brought by
privaty collectors from  Asis,
Europe, Latin Ameries Middle
Eact, Afrlcg wnd the USA,
'Bifita is just mo ordinary
painter, Her works are  all
iz, bold deslzns wovem mto
“Bipchiries. She hos taken &S
Jong as elght years to  com-
. Piete one of thy tapestries

- Hor- interest in ary cama by
<R wccidenially she  SAYE
~was born into a family of
fohfldren In the northern
part of the Philippnes o8 &
pemall island called Botanes
o -_-_hum was several times

acndemic coyrse and studied
itlcal solens at the Univer-
of the Philippines and then
Her
-

herself and the nature

2z

when shs wis iovolved
in father's political cam-
palgn in Batanes. When he
was finally elected she lelt lor
the United States for what
she thought would be s short

:1‘:? took tailoring jobs after
office hours. She lenrnt sewing
skills from her mother. AR
around the same time she be-
gan to work on her masters de-
gree In Asian history at the

University of Ban  Fraocisco
and soon after was offered »
job as the uniyersity's eco-or-
dinstor for eultural affalrs
This Introduced Pacite to the
world of art and although she
completed her masters dedres,
she found herself becoming
more and more involved in the
art world.

‘These eperlences having re-
orignted her original goals of
being & politiclsn,  van'shed,
and shs tumed down s achol-
arghip to enter law school at

of painting. She couldn't com-
centrate wvery long  however,
as ut this time she met her
hushand Jack Garrlty st &
World Affairs Conference and

by land

back
‘her

i
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| Pacita, enjoys expressing =
" herself through colour

herseld through eolour,
dusally, her figures became re-
cognizable by the time they
had moved to New York, and
she continued schooling for m
further one year, Pagita  be-
came aware at this time that
shs was heing & wvery delerml-
ped and s diseiplined painter.
She was giad, Pacita woa
greatly influenced by  ealours
Fauves

expréasonists

At this juncture Pacita was
beginning to think that =oa-
demle training for  painters
although eritieal sap be also
vory limiting. She wanted ®a
couple her iIndividual  expe-
rlences and emaotlons together
with her academiz trainmg
and express thess on canyas
B0 shy Was ovarpoyed Whem
her husband began werking af
a development econamist, s
she belleved that this wonld
lead her threugh many exntie

By SHANTHI PERERA

they had wisited 8§ countriss
They made their  home
in ¥ Bangladean,
Sudan and the Dominjean
Republlc with shorter  slays
in many places belwesn.
Pacltg was painting &vey-
thing that she had set |Ther
eyes on, end that was bring-
ing & whale lot of pew expe-
riences for her. She was pain-
ting all they wondrous things
thay she had seen throughout
the day. SBhe travelled exten-
gively in all rural apeas and
this left her with a wast ar-
ray of paintings and  tapest-
ries in which she extells. Bhe

now has mlmost u 1,000 of these

paintings. [112334°1
In Ppclta's own words she
would just paint, paing and

paint, trying her best to ¢ap-
turg the varlous moods of
village markets I  Cuatems-
1s, orchards and tempules iR
Thailand, Cheetahs, peacocks
and elephants in Eenys, shoe-
shine boy: and street vendors
in the Dommican  Republic,
shadow puppeta in Indonesia
and denomle masks of the
fribes In Papua New Cuines
Pocita added that out of all
these she loved to pamt street
BCCTIEE.

Bhe uses & lead of wivid ool-
our In most of her work Her
most slgn'fleant oyersens stay
was in Thajland wherg she
visited the
Cambodin, Seeing the faces of
the displaced Cambodians she
was determmed to paint them
Out of this 'des Paclta pain-
ted 30 oll paintings which she
promptly eaptioned “Fortraits
of Cambodin. She wald that
the alway: beliewed that am
artist has m speecial obligation
townrds manking ama  that
Is to show the world throuch
paintings what the ather heHf

18 Ve, Thes, portea'ts provide

A deener understanding of the
Combndian tracedy el mive
the viewer »o ides of what

refugees  from

mifforing human face an
the ususl emaciated children
and ewaming
ars scenes where children are
deploterd staring cut of barbed
wire fences, n man  holding
his slck beby, a woman giving
her baby water, and mothers
with their children  waiting
m line at the government ell-

mie Thers s & much  vivid
colou is fused with
moral conylctions and human
emotions T L
pa entary om the
pli lost souls ou
strict work-
o, & log beok
in slgns  In
an parth
that
A



