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Hong Kong Para-Site Art Space Group Exhibition "One
Garden and Six Seasons" Exhibition Review

By Liu Kaixin

One Garden Six Seasons Group Exhibition,
Para-Site Art Space , Hong Kong (22/F, Wing Wah
Industrial Building, 677 King's Road, Quarry Bay,
Hong Kong) from May 16 to November 15, 2020 ,

Under the influence of the new crown epidemic, art
institutions in Hong Kong have spent an
unprecedented quiet spring together. With the
advent of summer, in the Para Site art space, the
spring exhibition, which was originally planned to
open at the same time as Art Basel, also slowly
kicked off after a delay of two months. As a prelude
to the Kathmandu Triennial, the exhibition "One
Garden and Six Seasons" starts from the "Six
Seasons Garden", a garden that really exists in
Kathmandu, and revolves around many clues such
as "landscape”, "land", "body" and "treatment”. A
file is compiled that connects local history and
current reality. In the Para Site's exhibition space in
Quarry Bay and the Soho House in Sheung Wan, the
works of 44 artists and groups from all over the
world and from different eras and backgrounds were
exhibited.

The top space of Para Site is arranged as a symmetrical courtyard. On the wall of the corridor on one
side is the painting "Bridge" (2019) by Brittney Leeanne Williams. On the canvas, a genderless human
body composed of bright colors is bent at the waist and back, transformed into landscape images. It
communicates the body, the land, and the environment. On the other side, the third part of Su

Yongbao’s project "Six Exercises", "Dissemination" (2018), occupies a corner, and the oval plane is
dotted with multiple sources The needle-like objects made of dried fruits of gentleman have hidden
LED bulbs, and the light source emitted makes the work seem like an experiment of planting light and
shadow. In the atrium, in a dimly lit room, Ana Mendietia's video series "Untitled: Silhouette Series"
(1978) is played. In the video, the artist uses his naked body to leave a silhouette of human nature on
the ground, which is then lit by fire. The absent human body and the burning figure resemble a sacred

ritual, connecting the artist's own exile experience.
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Compared with the top-level space filled with dozens of works, the ground shop facing the street
looks more like a small hidden back garden. A dark room hidden in it is lit by Zhuo Ning's video work
"The Rabbit God" (2019). This semi-autobiographical short film mixes the gods of the Qing Dynasty
mythology who blessed same-sex love with the narrative of the Asian American queer group, gently
portraying a story about exploring the body and sexuality.
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After crossing half of Hong Kong Island from the east to the west, visitors will find a more rugged and
spacious exhibition space in Sheung Wan. Here, Hao Liang's ten-meter-long silk hand-scroll "Water
and Fire" (2013-14) displayed a world view that spans time and space and spontaneous
contradictions; Qu Yuanche’s mixed media project "Botany Columbus" ( 2019) Expanded a virtual
composite vegetation space connected to the history of the city. These works no longer focus only on
natural gardens, but on fantasy, mechanical, and artificial garden images. In a separate and empty
room, Liu Chuang's tri-channel video work "Bitcoin and Minority Field Recording" (2018) is projected
on a wall more than ten meters long. The video shows the natural landscape captured by a drone
hovering over a reservoir on the border of Myanmar. However, behind these landscapes, there is a
"Bitcoin mine" that is powered by water conservancy, continuously "mining" natural resources and
converting them into abstract economic codes.

Perhaps because the world has been too turbulent for most of the past six months, the exhibition is
called "Six Seasons Garden" to "symbolically pull away from the ill-fated Gregorian calendar 2020."
However, as a visitor, wandering in the exhibition space wearing a mask, his thoughts are always
drawn back to the current reality full of anxiety and anxiety. In the current world that is tightly
controlled by spreading diseases, power struggles, and divisions between people, the "medical
thought" discussed at the core of the exhibition has brought the focus from a corner of Kathmandu to
the real contradictions in the global perspective. Whether it is exploring the relationship between
nature and the body, or the landscape in the post-human perspective, the reflections spliced by the
exhibition seem to be an ambiguous "diagnosis", tracing the source of some hidden diseases in the
current society.
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