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and connect them exceptionally with social drives and civilizational encounters with a personal and unique

.dimension for individuals themselves, from different disciplines and creative interests
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In the “Expo Dubai” experience, we are not only discovering countries and international architectural spaces, but
we are literally witnessing the whole world, on the remarkable way of how to build community systems with
harmonious cultural pluralism, that flow spontaneously into the depth of the local community in the UAE, and even
give a state of An innovation for the new human experience, with its own action, loaded with its questions and
effects, as if it occurs for the first time every time, as is the work of the Filipino-American artist “Pasita Abad” in the
exhibition “I thought the streets were paved with gold”, which was recently shown at the Center Jameel Arts in
Dubai, who lived in about 6 continents and worked in more than 52 countries, and most local newspapers
documented that it was its first show in the Middle East, representing the opening of a wide door to Filipino culture
and its variables to take a space of discussions and interactions in the local artistic communities, and inspire us
Towards the assertion made by the architect Royal Pineda, of the firm behind the design of the pavilionThe
Philippines, at Expo 2020, is inspired by the coral reefs, which is referred to as “bangkota” in the ancient Tagalog
language, those small organisms, which exist all over the world, and they are all connected, as are the Filipino

.people
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The experience of the artist, Pasita Abad, assures us that the Expo 2020 spaces will not be a unilateral discovery
of the culture of each country, but rather, on the contrary, how each culture contributed in some way to directing the
presence of parallel culture, despite the conviction of research in human sciences of the authenticity of the
historical and geographical reference in The nature of the formation of the cultural identity of societies, however,
the human experience demonstrated the urgent need for overlap and influence, as if it were the exceptional
facilitator of construction and demolition towards bringing about human development, which makes us go on a
journey towards studying the basic desire of the artist Basita Abad to learn to sew and embroidery from her fellow
artists in the United States or from Rabari women of Rajasthan, establishing a foothold for her visual language, and
how she seeks authentic engagement with people and their social and material history, driven by an understanding
of what it means to live on the margins, be it as a woman or a woman of color and an immigrant, makes her an
inspiring artist in how she is observed And its deduction for hidden technologyln the spirit, as | learned how to fold
and fold its works from the “turpunto” inspired by the “Thangka”, a scroll-shaped plate used for worship in the
Tibetan Buddhist religion, | met her during her visit to a Tibetan refugee camp in Nepal, which monks wrapped and
transported to monasteries, It is a remarkable period that the artist spent in refugee camps and her immersion in

.the international aid community, in light of the work of her husband, Jack Garrity, a development economist
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The most pressing fundamental question is our research on how to discover the Philippines through the eyes of the
Filipino artist Basita Abad, born in 1946, on a small island in the northern Philippines called “Pasco” in Batanes
between Luzon and Taiwan, taking from her experience a corridor towards the worlds of Filipino culture on the one
hand, and being influenced by higher education. In the United States of America, after her close interest in political
work, as a natural result of her being born to parents who both served as members of Congress in Batanes,
leading to her vibrant voice in her research work rooted in the folklore of peoples’ cultures, in Afghanistan, Yemen,
Sudan, Mali and Guinea New, Cambodia, Indonesia, Guatemala, Mexico, India, Turkey, and Iran.Artist Basita Abad
suggests to us how we are on our way to discover the Philippines, so she is heading herself towards the
fascination with the ornate doors she saw in Yemen, and the depth of her preoccupation with the threshold that
separates what is public and private, and symbolically separates what is spiritual and physical, in Arab culture, she
produced About her a series entitled “Doors to Life”, and even the issue of her acquisition of mirrors from India, her
collection of shells, beads and buttons from several regions in Africa, all of which were woven and combined in the
heart of traditional fabrics using a technique she developed herself called “turpunto”, which is derived from the
ltalian word “trapuntari”. It is a quilting technique that focuses on quilting and embroidery, thus providing an
exceptional inspiration for the third dimension in her paintings.In the first Tarponto painting by artist Basita Abad,
entitled “African Mephisto” for 1981, as part of the “Masks and Spirits” series, exhibited at the Jameel Arts Center
in Dubai, and through a contemplative look at the color textiles with their endless geometric formations, the thin
ones woven on the face, and the wide ones Including in the clothes that the character wears in the artwork, the
viewer notices its multiple diversity, especially in the back of the cloth, in which the threads overlap, as if it reflects
the intertwined overlap of human history, with its conflicts, differences and development, but it is present in the
painting consistently together, a model dating back to the period The artist traveled between Kenya, Sudan, Egypt
and the Congo in 1979, as if she was trying to tell a global story in one wonderful imagination, especially since she
used burlap sacks used to transport food relief aid to refugees, an experience that contributed to the creation of her

style known as “turpunto.” ' says Bioabad, who worked to support her artwork after her departure in a year2004, in

his interview with Al-litihad, that what is interesting and remarkable in every artwork of her is the wonderful
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region, opens the doors to discover the dimensions of the Filipinos who have lived here for decades. Kong” and
“The Village | Came From” and others, representing an invitation to attend at Jameel Center, and to participate in
dialogues about music that resonate these paintings, such as the painting “Life on the Margins,” which highlights
the artist’s influence on “blues” music, batik and ikat fabrics, and her knowledge of the arts of Aboriginal peoples in
Australia, in her latest series "Endless Sorrows", produced by Abad in response to the unrestPolitical and personal
such as the 9/11 attacks in New York City and the ensuing war in Afghanistan, as well as a diagnosis of lung

.cancer that made her unable to travel, had to stay in her studio in Singapore
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Discover cultures

The question will remain why a Filipino artist, researching in the arts of Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania, is
important to enrich the experience of discovering the cultures of the world. The “Union” posed to her husband Jack
Garity, who gave a wonderful description of their movement’s path during the various trips, which the artist Basita
Abad went to discover in Yemen, for example. The artist visited Sana'a, Taiz, Aden, Hodeidah and other cities, and
began to ask questions about her popular culture. Jack says how many artists, whether in developed countries or
in third world countries, want to go to London, Germany, Paris, and New York, to enrich their artistic projects.
However, Basita Abad chose a different date and way to express it, remembering the last thing she said before her
death, that she feels her departure is near, but she wanted to assure her that her work remains alive, and in fact
this is what happened, here in a beautiful center, and in the city of Dubai, everyone shares our feeling Pointing out

.her presence through her artwork that crosses the stories of different cultures in the world
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Lighthouses

on the island of Basco town in Batanes, where the artist Basitaabad was born, there are several lighthouses,
among them a well-known lighthouse they call the “Pasco” lighthouse, which provides a view of the entire island,
within a natural view, included in the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites, which suggests With an
exceptional sense of the role played by the artist, Basita, in being a beacon to the world's cultures in her creative

.fabric, which is at the core of the cultural experience at Expo 2020, in the UAE
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