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The streets are paved with gold” in Dubai,
travels and arts that cross countries and
cultures
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As part of the Dubai cultural events season, Art Jameel Center launched the
exhibition “I thought the streets were paved with gold”, the first solo exhibition in
the Middle East of the work of the late Filipino artist Basita Abad, who died in
Singapore in 2004. She bears her signature, starting with her colorful engravings on
trapunto pottery, focusing on four main working groups, including the Masks and
Spirits series (1979 - 1991), all the way to the master paintings, which together
.extend from abstraction to social realism
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In context, the work Ot the late artist - who studied painting at Lorcoran Lollege ot
Art in Washington, DC, and the Art Student Association of New York - takes
visitors to Art Jameel on a journey from Manila to Hong Kong, through New York,
Sana'a and other cities. Accompanying the exhibition is a public programme, a
publication, and a range of online resources available in Tagalog, bringing together
.works produced between 1975 and 2004

troponto technique

Pasitaabad is known to be prolific, often developing several of its art collections
simultaneously. Her unique artwork draws on ongoing experiences and inspiration
from the multiple indigenous cultures and vernacular styles she was introduced to

during her long stay in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania, where her daring
experience led her to develop a technique of her own, dubbed 'turpunto’., which
takes its origins from the Italian word "trapuntari”, a quilting technique that focuses
.on quilting and embroidery

On the other hand, the exhibition presents four main collections of works by Basita,
who was born in Batanes in the Philippines in 1946, which are “Masks and Spirits”
(1979 - 1991), “The Experience of Migrants” (1983 - 1995), and “Doors to Life”".
(1998), and a selection of abstract works from various stages of her career, as well

.as a display of pieces from her extensive personal collections and archives

The works on display reflect the diversity of themes and styles of painting she
addressed during her career, ranging from works inspired by ritual masks and
ornamentation, to paintings reflecting the daily realities of immigrants and Filipino
Jlabor abroad, and monumental abstractions

It is worth noting that the basis for understanding Abad's work is to understand
how her traveling life influenced her art. Her intense curiosity, and desire to learn
from the people she met, whether learning sewing and embroidery techniques from
fellow artists in the United States, or from the women of Rabari in Rajasthan,
formed the basis of her visual language, and motivated her to try, test, and work

.with these materials
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